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2011 Rankings
Mens 1sts:   Div 2b
Mens 2nds:  Div 4
Mens 3rds:   Div 7
Mens 4ths:   Div 9
Ladies 1sts:  Div 2
Ladies 2nds: Div 3b
Ladies 3rds:  Div 6

See inside for
Chairmanʼs report
Treasurerʼs report
Juniorʼs report
Team News
Social Events
Club Tournament
Regular Events Diary

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

NEWSLETTER

The Finalists 2010

WOW - WHAT A YEAR!

Busy, busy. There ʼs been a lo t 
happening in 2010 both on and off the 
court  and as a Club weʼve achieved so 
much.

Itʼs been another pretty  good and solid 
financial year for the Club. We have had 
s o m e e x p e n d i t u r e o n c o u r t 
refurbishment  but  weʼve managed all 
that  and put money into the Sinking 
Funds for court replacement and 
refurbishment  and the new Clubhouse. 
Thatʼs the big news though – the new 
C lubhouse , f o r wh ich we were 
eventually granted planning permission. 

THE NEW CLUBHOUSE

Yes, after a bit of a saga we have the 
planning permission. At the end of the 
summer I told you all that our application 
had been rejected. Our plans for a new 
Clubhouse and Court 6 were rejected by 
BANES primarily because of what they 
saw as a restriction of access to the 
Club  from the road. As a result, we re-
submitted the planning application for 
just the Clubhouse and this was 
approved.  We have not given up on 
Court  6 but that will require a bit of a 
rethink. 

The status on the new Clubhouse is that 
the process of getting quotes from 
builders (which hasnʼt been a simple 
process!) has now been completed. To 
be very thorough the Clubhouse 
sub-committee asked seven builders to 
quote.

The next steps are to whittle these 
down.  This involves detailed discussions 
so that we can understand exactly what 
we are getting for our money. With any 
luck we should be able to start  work on 
our new Clubhouse later in the year.  I 
should add though that the quotes that 
we have received to date are in excess 
of our budget so we might have to have 
a two phase approach to our build. 
Fitting out may have to be done later but 
that  depends on negotiations with the 
builders. 

I think that you will agree that we want to 
be prudent in our approach to this 
significant  capital expenditure – we donʼt 
want  to overstretch the Club  financially. 
To end on an upbeat  note, this is great 
news for us all; a brand new Clubhouse 
to go with our excellent playing facilities.
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT CONTINUED
TRUSTEES, COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS & VOLUNTEERS
I said that a lot has been going on both 
on and off  the court and none more so 
than with the Committee, our Trustees 
and some Volunteers where there have 
been some major changes.

On the Committee front during the year 
Mark Taber resigned as Treasurer so that 
he could concentrate on his business. 
Iʼm sure that you will all join me and the 
Committee in thanking Mark for all his 
time & effort over the years not just as 
Treasurer but also for his highly visible 
and active participation in team tennis at 
the Club. As a result of Markʼs 
resignation, and as detailed in section G 
(4) of the Constitution in the Blue Book, 
Mike Gough, was elected to take over as 
Treasurer until the next AGM.

In addition, Matt Thompson resigned as 
Senior Coach in December. Matt has 
taken up a senior role at Knowle Tennis 
Club as Head Coach.  The Committee 
would like to thank Matt and wish him 
well in his new position.  Iʼm sure that 
youʼll all echo those thanks. 

As a result of Mattʼs departure the 
coaching team has been busy sorting out 
cover for the Mini Tennis squad sessions. 
Over the past few years the Club and 
some members have invested in 
coaching courses and qualifications and 
this is now paying off with some of our 
home grown talent coming to the fore. 
Nick Rogers is taking over Thursday and 
Friday coaching, Duncan Grew is taking 
over Wednesdays and Tom Pate is 
taking over Mondays and Tuesdays – 
thanks guys. It will take some time to 
build numbers back up, but I am sure by 
the end of the summer we will have more 
Mini Tennis players than ever.

As a result of Mike Gough taking on the 
Treasurerʼs role he can no longer be the 
Child Protection Officer.  Alison Dell has 
taken over the role and has completed 
the necessary checks & training.  The 
Committee would like to thank her for 
taking over the role.

There have been some major changes to 
the Trustees of the Club this year too. 
Many of you will not know (I didnʼt until I 
was elected to the Committee) that we 
have two types of Trustees at the Club. 
Thereʼs the Committee that you all know 
about but we also have whatʼs called 
Holding Trustees whose sole role is to be 
guardians of the property of the Club. For 

the last many years this responsibility 
has been carried by Tony Clarke, Angela 
King and Alison Letts. During 2010 they 
decided that it was time to hand over the 
baton and so we have had a change of 
Trustees. I would like to say on behalf of 
us all a massive thank you to the three of 
them for their many, many years of 
involvement with the Club. Our new 
Holding Trustees are Gareth Collier, 
Carol King, Jane Heeley and Hillary 
Cripps. Iʼd like to thank them for agreeing 
to take on the role and to welcome them 
to the Committee.

SOCIAL EVENTS
A pretty full calendar of social events 
was, yet again, achieved. 
In May we held a hugely successful Fish 
ʻn Chip  Night.  This was followed by the 
third Inter-Village Competition and BBQ 
which saw the clash of the villages. 
August saw the Browning Old Gits 
Tournament which was yet another 
success.  In August we held Finals Day, 
more later.  October was, by popular 
demand,  changed from the traditional 
Chilli Night, to another Fish ʻn Chip  Night. 
The Juniorsʼ  Christmas Party was due to 
be held before Christmas but this was 
snowed off. It has been decided to hold a 
Junior BBQ in early May to replace it.  
Presentations for the most improved 
Junior Player and the Sportsmanship 
award will take place on that day.

It  would not  have been possible for us to 
continue to run such social events if it 
hadnʼt been for Lili Wembridge who was 
prepared to come forward and take on 
some of the work of organising the social 
events.  Sheʼs done her year,  many, many 
thanks Lili, but we need someone else to 
step up and do it for us in 2011. Weʼre 
not asking for a long term commitment to 
be a Social Secretary, just take it on for a 
year, thatʼs all.

THE TENNIS
Finals  Day: As always the highlight of the 
tennis year has to be the hugely 
successful Finals Day and BBQ in 
September.  Altogether a really great day. 
My thanks go to Bridget “Ironfist” 
Rylance and Angela Soper for organising 
the whole tournament  and also to our 
own MP Jacob Rees-Mogg for both 
presenting the prizes and treating us all 
to his impersonation of Wimbledonʼs 
Duke of Kent.  Thanks too to all helpers, 
chefs,  bar tenders, tea makers, washer 
uppers,  court  sweepers, umpires, and 
finally  all the players for the brilliant effort 

on the day to make the event  such a 
success.

Leagues:  The Leagues, both adult and 
junior,  have continued. Thanks to Ron for 
organising all of those. If  you havenʼt 
signed up  yet then get  in touch with Ron 
and get started.

The Adult Teams: Yet another full 
programme of  team tennis both adult and 
junior this year. You can read all of the 
results and the detail in the team reports 
and Ronʼs Junior reports. What Iʼd like to 
say is congratulations to all involved and 
thank you to all the team managers for 
organising all the matches and players 
for representing the Club this year. 

THE COURTS & GROUNDS
Thanks Harry, it all looks great. Harry 
and his team from Courtstall and Down 
To Earth have kept the place looking 
really good and most importantly playing 
well too.
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT CONTINUED
SOME BITS ’n’ BOBS
These are pretty much identical to last 
year……….
British Tennis Membership: Thanks to all 
of you who signed up and if you havenʼt 
why not? No seriously, we are targeted 
by the LTA to increase our BTMs and we 
have a financial incentive to do so. So, if 
you havenʼt signed up  then PLEASE DO 
because part of  our grant depends on 
you.

Wimbledon Ticket Allocation: Just a 
reminder – Only BTMs are eligible to 
receive tickets from the draw. More detail 
on the date for the Wimbledon draw will 
follow later. As we did in 2010, we will be 
holding a separate Wimbledon Draw 
which means that  we will again not be 
doing the draw for the Wimbledon tickets 
at the AGM in 2011.

Club Awards:  Donʼt forget the Club 
Awards to members who have made a 
significant  contribution to the Club  in the 
last  year. As a reminder the 3 categories 
of award are; 1) The Chairmanʼs Award, 
2) The Committee Award, 3) The Club 
Award and this is made from nominations 
suggested by you the members. 

So, if  you know of someone who you 
think has done a lot  for the Club in the 
last  year (or more) and who you think 
deserves to be recognised wi th 
Wimbledon ticket options then let me 
know before or at the AGM. Youʼll need 
to give me the reasons why you think 
that  they are so deserving so that we can 
evaluate one nomination versus another.

THE THANK-YOUS
As you know from previous years this  is 
the part that frightens me rigid. Iʼm 
paranoid that  I forget to say thank you to 
someone and I  upset them; if I do forget 
then Iʼm sorry. In addition to all the 
worthy mentions and thanks above there 
are a few more…….

Thanks go to “The Committee”,  for all the 
hard work throughout the year. Ron and 
the coaches, Matt and Dunc deserve 
praise too for another successful tennis 
development year. Thereʼs a long list of 
thanks to the team captains; the Ladiesʼ 
Captains,  Jane Heeley,  Nic Scott and 
Lyn Jones; the Menʼs Summer Captains, 
Duncan Grew, Nick Rogers, Chris 
Landen and Charles Whitaker and Colin 
Timpson for the Vets too; the Winter 
Captains,  Carol King, Steve Evans and 
Gareth Collier. 

Thanks too to all the players for 
representing the club.  Thanks to all the 
Junior Team Managers,  Suzanne 
McDonald, Fiona Cowell and Ian 
Mitchell,  for sorting out all the fixtures, 
teams and travel. Thanks to Sylv for 
looking after the Clubhouse.  Thanks 
again to Nick Rogers for running the 
website and for being an active part of 
the Clubhouse sub-committee. Thanks 
go to Mark Taber for setting up  and 
running the Tuesday social tennis group 
and well done too on your coaching 
qualification.  Thanks to Jo Haywood for 
editing the Newsletter again this year. 
Finally, thanks to all the members who 
have offered to help out at events and 
everyone whoʼs  thrown themselves 
enthusiastically  into our social and tennis 
events throughout the year.

MEMBERSHIP FEES 
Thereʼs good news on the membership 
fee front too. Annual fees for 2011/12 will 
NOT be increased. The cost  o f 
membership  will remain the same as in 
2010/11 and we will also be offering an 
e a r l y p a y m e n t d i s c o u n t i f t h e 
membership  renewal is paid before the 
AGM.

CLUBHOUSE DONATIONS
I said earlier that the quotes for the new 
Clubhouse were a bit  higher than we had 
initially  expected. One way to close the 
gap is for members to make a one-off 
donation to our Clubhouse Fund. 

On this yearʼs renewal form you will find 
that  you have the option to make a 
donation – which would be very warmly 
received and appreciated. There is an 
additional benefit to making a donation in 
this  way. As a charity we are eligible for 
gift  aid so for any donation that you make 
as a taxpayer we are able to claim back 
t h e t a x w h i c h m e a n s t h a t t h e 
Government are contributing to our 
Clubhouse too!

THE AGM 
Finally, please come to the AGM on 
Wednesday 30th March at 7.30pm to air 
your views. 
If  you want a chat about putting yourself 
(or your group) forward to help out  the 
Committee – especially for the socials – 
then please get in touch.
Otherwise – see you on court,  at  the 
AGM AND at our socials throughout the 
year.
Cheers!

Brian Pate

TREASURER’S REPORT
Well Iʼve taken over from Mark Taber 
and the first priorities for me were to get 
my mind around the Clubʼs finances, to 
understand what shape the Club is in 
and to work with the sub-committee on 
the new clubhouse project.  

More of that later but Iʼll start off with 
my profuse thanks to Mark Taber for his 
hard work as Treasurer, he will be a 
difficult act to follow, and also thanks to 
him for his help during the handover. 
Also thanks go to Carol King who, as 
assistant treasurer, has worked 
diligently with both Mark & myself. 
Finally a big thank you to Sandra 

Abrahams for her sterling work as 
membership secretary. 

The final 2010 accounts are currently 
being prepared but based on the 
provisional and unaudited accounts the 
Club has had another good year.

The membership profile has changed 
slightly; family memberships decreased 
slightly but there was an increase in 
single memberships. Perhaps this was 
as a result of cost-saving or perhaps itʼs 
just the “university effect”.

Affiliation fees which we pay to the LTA 
have now changed from being based 

on the number of members to a new 
system based on the number of courts 
(bit like poll tax v council tax). We 
initially thought that we would be better 
off under the new system but, as the 
LTA are no longer funding initiatives like 
the Schools program etc, to us the net 
change is pretty neutral!
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So, whatʼs the impact of these key 
changes, why has it been another 
good year? On the income front we 
had revenue of £37,023 in 2010 
(£37,887 in 2009). A very small decline 
for the Club but not a bad performance 
in these recessionary times and it was 
the result of the changing membership 
profile that I mentioned above. Where 
we did have a great year was in the 
control of costs. Our expenditure for 
2010 was £19,055 which was 
significantly down on the £25,957 that 
we spent in 2009. The net effect of this 
is that we have a surplus of £17,968 
for 2010 compared to £11,930 for 
2009.

So what are we going to do with this 
surplus? As we do every year we will 
be putting nearly £10k of that into the 
sinking funds for courts and floodlights 
refurbishment and replacement. As a 
Committee we are committed to 
ensuring that the playing facilities are 
top drawer and the way to do that is for 
us to put money away to cover the 
costs of eventual replacement. These 
amounts are invested in COIF charity 

funds so we can draw on them as 
required.

Back to the clubhouse. Each year 
weʼve been trying to put money aside 
into a sinking fund to cover not just the 
court and floodlight replacement but 
also a new clubhouse. Over the last 
few years the amount that we have 
been able to put to the clubhouse fund 
has varied from £5k to £10k and this 
year we will be transferring another 
£5000 into the clubhouse fund. The 
total fund for the new clubhouse now 
stands at just under £55k which will be 
matched by an interest free loan from 
the LTA. 

We wonʼt know the final costs for the 
clubhouse until all the negotiations are 
completed and estimates are finalised 
but we do anticipate, as things stand at 
the moment, that there will be a bit of a 
shortfall and we anticipate closing any 
gap through sponsorship and other 
fund raising ideas.

As Brian says we havenʼt increased 
the fees this year but we have given 
an opportunity to donate to the 

clubhouse if you wish. I have the R68 
form ready to reclaim gift aid (who said 
accountancy was boring?) for any 
donations that you make. As they say 
“Please give generously”

So it looks like we can look forward to 
a year when we finally say goodbye to 
the old clubhouse!

Mike Gough

TREASURER’S REPORT CONTINUED

In spite of threats of showers, we were blessed with a lovely 
June day this year, not too hot with no wind and no rain 
although several people complained of horse flies! As there 
were only 14 entrants it was possible to organize a very fair 
system. Seven rounds were played enabling all the ladies 
to play with each gentleman (and vice versa). This resulted 
in some highly competitive tennis with great rallies. With 
Chris Rylance manning the bar for coffees and cold drinks, 
the adrenalin kept flowing and de-hydration was prevented 
until it was time for Pimms followed by a welcome lunch 
which was enjoyed by all the players and several spouses/
family members. 

The top two ladies were Charly Dando (38 games for) and 
Barbara Mabbutt (34). However Barbara had to leave early 
and so gave her finals place to Bridget Rylance (33). The 
top two gentlemen were Keith Beeton (36) and John 
Watson (35). After lunch the finalists played both ways 
around and the overall winners were Charly Dando and 
Keith Beeton. During the tournament a total of 200 games 
were played. 
As Charly had also master-minded the lunch, she did admit 

to feeling quite tired by the end – and she is one of the 
youngest qualifiers! Our thanks also go to Val B, Barbara M 
and Angie King who brought delicious puddings. 

Mike Browningʼs youngest daughter Jemma presented the 
prizes and by 4 p.m. everything was cleared in time for Ron 
to start his coaching. £62.22 was contributed to the new 
clubhouse fund and I think everyone had a good day. 

Lynne B

BROWNING OLD GITS 09.06.2010
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Finals Day took place on Sunday 5th 
September with play starting at noon.  
We were once again entertained with 
some very good matches.  The girls 
final was a very close match fought out  
between Missy Wembridge and Laura 
Finch, Missy eventually came out on 
top 6-3, 3-6, 10-8.

The boys final saw Charlie Mitchell 
take on James Blackwell, James 
seemed to have one of those days and 
with Charlie playing on top form he ran 
out the winner 6-1, 6-1.  The boys U12 
final was fought out between Dan 
Cowell and Laurie Costello; a really 
close match of good quality tennis.  

Dan eventually came out the winner 
6-4, 2-6, 10-7.

The girls doubles final saw the two 
singles finalists, Missy Wembridge and 
Laura Finch,  partnered together and 
they were victors over Annie Cowell 
and Charlotte Wareham 6-2, 7-5.

The boys doubles final was closer 
than the score may suggest with Joe 
Gough and Dan Cowell defeating 
Oscar Haywood and Chris Palmer 6-0,  
6-1.  This was Joeʼs first win on Finals 
Day after quite a few tries.

The Mini Green final saw a boy v girl 
final with George Penna defeating 

Ailsa Mackie 6-2.

The Mini Orange event was a close 
fought contest between Josh Rogers 
and Luke Perry, Josh managing to 
come out on top 7-3, 7-5.  The Mini 
Reds was won by Ben Phillips who 
defeated Peter Booker 10-4.

JUNIORS

It has been a very busy year as the 
depth of our Junior Section continues 
to grow.  With the numbers of Juniors 
who have become BTMS increasing 
we were able to meet our target of 
Regularly Competing Juniors in the 
summer of 2010 (a player who plays a 
minimum of six competitive matches a 
year).  These targets are set by Avon 
LTA and are used as guidelines to 
show how well Junior development is 
improving in the Club. Remember, it is 
not only coaching that improves 
standards, it is also competitive play; 
the two go hand in hand. 
 
We have been running regular County 
Match plays throughout the year too; 
these are run in age groups U12ʼs, 
U14ʼs, U16ʼs to give our Juniors as 
many opportunities of competitive play 

as possible with a variety of opponents 
from both inside and outside the Club.

Anyone who requires Coaching 
information or competitive 
opportunities can check the Junior 
Notice Board or go on our website – 
www.bishopsuttontennis.org.uk.  
Alternatively ring Ron on 01761 
472234 or 07720674636 to be pointed 
in the right direction.

Coaching takes place every evening of 
the week after school and on Saturday 
mornings for both Juniors and Minis.

The Coaching Team :-
Ron Grew – Tennis Manager.
Duncan Grew – Development Coach.
Nick Rogers – Level 2 Coach.
Tom Pate – Level 1 Coach.
Sophie Webb – Level 1 Coach.

Sadly, Matt left us at the end of 2010 to 
start a new job as Head Coach at 
Knowle  LTC.  I would like to 
congratulate Matt on his new post and 
thank him for all his efforts at Bishop 
Sutton.  Many thanks Matt and good 
luck. 

We still have good strong links with 
Chew Valley School and our local 
Primary Schools.  We will be looking to 
extend our school programme during 
2011.

JUNIORS FINALS DAY

JUNIOR TOURNAMENTS AND LEAGUES

The Road to Wimbledon U14 Boys 
Singles was won by Adrian Davies 
defeating Laurie Costello in the final.  
Both players went forward and 
competed in the county finals.

We hosted a number of County 
Matchplays at the Club over the past 
12 months U12ʼs, U14ʼs, U16ʼs and 
Mini.  This gives our players more 
opportunities to play against 
opponents from all over the county.

League Teams

Winter League U12 Boys played 4, 
won 4, lost 0.  U16 Boys played 6, won 
5, lost 1.

U12 team: Charlie Mcdonald, Laurie 
Costello, Dan Cowell, Benji 
Stephenson, Harry Battersby.  Team 
Captain Suzanne McDonald.

U16 Team: Charlie Mitchell, Harry 
McDonald, Dan Gordon, Alastair 

Heron, Joe Gough, James Blackwell.  
Team Captain Mike Gough.

Aegon Summer League: U12 Boys 
played 4, won 2, lost 2 with the same 
team players as in the U12 Winter 
League.

Ron Grew

http://www.bishopsuttontennis.org.uk
http://www.bishopsuttontennis.org.uk
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MEN’S SUMMER LEAGUE

Mens 1st team – division 2B

Another great year for Bishop Sutton 
Tennis Mens First team tennis! Great 
games were played both on our home 
turf and away against some challenging 
teams. Again we found ourselves 
producing some great tennis but 
consistency was a problem with a 
couple of losses in the middle of the 
season. 

We found our best tennis once again 
near the end of the season beating the 
league winners Bristol 1st team away 
with some magnificent tennis from both 
the young guys (Duncan Grew and Mike 
Stephenson) and the ʻslightlyʼ older guys 
(David Tonkin and Tim Sephton). With 
this win in hand we had to win our final 
match 8-2 to prevent relegation. Our 
opponents were Downend and 
Fishponds at home (at the away match 
we actually drew our games with the 
closest league match we have ever 
taken part in!). 

Duncan Grew and Matt Thompson won 
both matches comfortably which meant 
it came down to the last match with Tim 
Sephton and Mike Stephenson wearing 
the Bishop Sutton colours. Some great 
tennis saw the match taken to a 3rd set 
with the Bishop Sutton pair creating and 
taking some excellent opportunities! 
Under the flood lights (and rain!!!) we 
secured the win and the 8-2 victory we 
had fought for with the best tennis of the 
year. This left us at the end of the 
season 3rd (division 2B), one point 
behind the 2nd placed Lansdown. 

Special note to Tom Warren with his 1st 
team debut and also Tom Pate and 
Nathan Hawkins playing several 
matches this year for the 1st team. It is 
great to see the younger generation 
coming through the teams reaching the 
pinnacle of Bishop Sutton Tennis. Keep 
up the good work guys! 

1st Team roster:  Duncan Grew(cpt) 
Nathan Hawkins, Tom Pate, Nick 
Rogers, Nick Walters, Tim Sephton, 
David Tonkin, Matt Thompson, Tom 
Warren, Mike Stephenson.

1st Team Stats: Team won 49 matches 
and lost 51. Player with highest win ratio 
was Duncan Grew with a 87.7% (played 
18, won 15 and lost 3)

Great thanks to everyone that 
participated this year, I feel a great buzz 
around the teams at the moment which I 
hope continues next year!

Duncan Grew

Menʼs 2nd Team

My 3rd season as Captain and it was 
important to try and maintain another 
promotional season. When I took over 
the second team we were languishing in 
division 7 and it was really important to 
try and get the 2ndʼs up the leagues and 
bridge the gap between us and the 1stʼs, 
this season was certainly going to be 

more difficult with some really good 
opposition and I think a 3rd promotion in 
3 seasons was going to be a challenge.
 
The Stats. . . . . 
10 Ties Played - 7 won 3 Lost
40 Matches Played - 25 won 15 Lost
90 Sets Played - 53 won 37 Lost
795 Games Played - 426 Won 369 Lost

After the 1st week, a good 10-0 win over 
Central, we were off to a flyer, but a 
match against Combe Dingle was 
always going to a real test. 

Nick Walters and myself won our first 
match comfortably. Tom Pate and 
Nathan Hawkins had a battle royale 
against two of the top Juniors in the 
county and came out on top.  Nick and 
myself were feeling confident but got off 
to a terrible start and lost the first set 
and things were not looking good, Tom 
and Nathan got off to a poor start losing 
their opening set, but took back control 
and won the second comfortably.  

However a shoulder injury to Tom meant 
he played the 3rd set left handed(which 
indecently happened on 2 other 
occasions; he twisted his knee on a 
match point against Henleaze and fell 
off his bike, after one too many!, good 
effort Tom!) 

With Nick and myself 4-1 down in the 
2nd it was looking likely we were going to 
lose the match, but with a good fight 
back, we won the 2nd in the tie break, 
surprising what a certain amount of 
abuse from their 1st team heckling on 
the balcony can do for inspiration! 
We lost the 3rd set 7-5 but that was 
enough to win 6-4, finishing at 10.55pm 
this was a really good victory.  How 
important those 6 points would became 
as the season unfolded. Many hard 
fought victories and losses were to 
follow. Things werenʼt made easy either 
by Duncan pillaging my team. 

Congrats to Nathan & Tom who stepped 
up this year and played a good few 1st 
team matches, which meant we had 
some good opportunities to try out some 
of our younger players. 

Firstly a special bit of praise for Tom 
Warren, who after Nick got injured 
stepped in and became my partner and 
formed a good partnership and we didnʼt  
lose once! (Just shows that coaching 
and hard work pays off, although pink 
tennis shoes and a tennis top meant for 
a 12 year old…..not sure!!!) 
Mentions for Dan Gordon and Tom Hunt 
who played a few matches and are 
improving fast.  It is great to see our 
Juniors breaking through and I hope to 
see them playing more next season. 
Also mentions for Chris Landen, Geoff 
Jones, Phil Jones who also put in some 
spirited performances, also a big thanks 
to Chris(Tiger)Grew, who I had to drag 
off the golf course  to play, Thanks 
Tiger!!

We needed a 10-0 victory on the last 
day to achieve promotion.  If Lakeview 
were to beat Combe Dingle we could be 
pipped to 3rd place. However, a spirited 
performance gave us our 10-0 win and 
promotion!!!  
Well done everyone and bring on next 
year in Division 4!

Nick Rogers



   FEBRUARY 2011

! PAGE 7

MEN’S SUMMER LEAGUE CONTINUED

Menʼs Third Team
First and foremost I would like to say 
thank you to outgoing 3rd team Mark 
Taber, his hard work and determination 
has made the 3rd team what it is today. I 
have taken on the mantle of temporary 
3rd team captain, with the emphasis on 
temporary!

On the whole I would say this has been 
a difficult season for the 3rd team. With 
the introduction of a new 4th team this 
year it has been sometimes difficult 
finding the right balance.  It was fairly 
obvious towards the end of the season 
the 3rd team didnʼt have a chance of 
earning promotion. So the captains 
agreed focus should switch to getting 
the 4th team promoted. As a result the 3rd 
team struggled to get the results needed 
to stay up in a difficult division and were 
unfortunately relegated.  

Although the fact the team were 
relegated was disappointing there is 
some good news; this season has seen 
many new faces at league training and 
an influx of talented players.  Now these 
players have had time to settle in I 
believe the 3rd team can come back 
stronger than ever next season. 

I would like to thank all of the players 
who helped me out at late notice at late 
notice, in particular Geoff Wembridge, 
Oli Young and Dallas Crook.

Special note to three juniors Harry 
McDonald, Tom Hunt and Dan Gordon 
for their debut! Keep up the good work 
guys

3RD team players; Tom Warren, Phil 
Jones, Tim Nobbs, Dallas Crook, Luke 
Isaac (midget), Geoff Wembridge, Oli 
Young, Tom Hunt, Mark Taber, Jim Aird, 
Gareth Collier, Mark Delaney, Dan 
Gordon,  Phil Jones, Harry McDonald, 
and Nick Williams. 

Chris Landen

Menʼs 4th team

For the inaugural season of the 4ths we 
were drawn in division 9A, which was 
made up from mainly new teams with 
skill levels that were vastly different. The 
strongest team was Writhlington 
Seconds, they went through the first half 
of the season not dropping a set. We did 
however put up an improved 
performance in the return, away tie, 
fighting back from losing the first two 
rubbers to win the reverse matches. 

Special congratulations to Jim and Luke 
who won a very tense 7-6 7-6 in a match 
lasting an hour longer than the other 
rubber that went to 3 sets. Luke was a 
hesitant participant in the tie knowing he 
was flying out of Stansted at 5am the 
next morning. Writhlington duly won the 
Division. 

Our first game of the season was away 
to Greville Smyth Firsts played on very 
windy park courts. We lost this 8-2, 
again losing the first two rubbers, though 
with both pairings coping better we 
started to worry about games won, 
prematurely though, as unfortunately 
Luke and myself lost a 4-1 lead in 2nd 
set, then the tiebreak and then the super 
tiebreak. We definitely need further 
coaching on playing in a gale and the 
darkness next season Duncan! 

Although we reversed the 8-2 score line 
at home with some very solid play, this 
unfortunately meant at the end of the 
season we were 4 points short of 
second place and promotion. The other 
team of our standard in the division was 
Cleeve Hill Sixths and it was a good 
achievement to finish 2 points above 
them, as their 2nds, 3rds, 4ths and 5ths 
where all champions! We lost a close 
tense encounter away 6-4, but gained 
ample revenge beating them 8-2 at 
home. 

The last two teams in the division where 
Pensford and Bath Sixths. We managed 
38 points out of 40 against these two 
teams. Star player was Gareth Collier 
with 8 wins spread throughout the 
season. Special thanks to those who 

answered the Friday lunchtime calling, 
and to the thirds who when relegated 
with a couple of ties to go let me have 
first choice from the pool of players. 
Congratulations to all 14 players, every 
player contributed points to the cause, 
especially good as most of the Juniors 
only played one tie!  

Gareth Collier 8 matches won, Charles 
Whittaker 8, Brian Pate 6, Luke Isaac , 
Dallas Crook and Tim Nobbs 4 wins , 
Jim Aird and Chris Landen 3, Dan 
Gordon, Tom Hunt, Harry Macdonald, 
Charlie Micthell, Nick Williams and 
Oliver Young all with two wins.  

Charles Whittaker
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LADIES SUMMER LEAGUE

Ladies 1st Team
 
After a difficult 2009 season when 
Bishop Sutton Ladies 1st Team was to 
be found in Division 1 but missing a key 
player due to injury for the majority of 
the matches, there was a general sense 
of relief when we returned in 2010 to 
Division 2 tennis – and Carol King 
returned to the court!

Our opening game turned into a 
cracking away match against Bristol II 
(who typically field a strong team), at the 
end of which we came away with an 8:2 
win under our belts – a real 
achievement and an encouraging way to 
open the season.  As the matches went 
on and the scores came in, it became 
apparent that there was a real mix of 
standards in Division 2B and our main 
adversaries were, once again, 
Knowle 1.

The standard of the Bishop Sutton 
team’s tennis was consistently good 
enough to bring in three 10:0 and three 
8:2 wins.  Two of our four lost matches 
were against Knowle 1, against whom 
we were unable to change a 4:6 result 
either home or away.  However, it has to 
be said that we gave our all – the painful 
experience of playing long into the night 
(eventually coming off court at 10.45 
pm!) on Knowle’s slow courts on what 
seemed the hottest night of the year will 
no doubt remain with the players for 
some time to come!  

At the end of the season, the final score 
sheet revealed that overall Bishop 
Sutton 1 finished a strong second with a 
total of 68 points to the 78 points 
accrued by winners Knowle 1.  The 
other four teams in the division all 
finished bunched together with final 
scores ranging from 44 to 28 points.  
With just one team moving up from 
Division 2 to Division 1, our Ladies 1st 
Team will remain in Division 2 next year.

Thanks go to all those who represented 
the Club and helped to make this 
season a successful one.  They were 
Carol King, Jane Heeley, Celia Gay, 
Sarah Lewis, Claire Lewis, Hilary 
Cripps, Pippa Cole, Nicki Scott, Judith 
Penna, Lili Wembridge and Alex Nobbs.

Jane Heeley

Ladies 2nd team

The ladies second team had a great 
start to the season winning the first 
match 8-2 against the final league 
winners; confidence was high but 
unfortunately short lived with next match 
going against us 2-8. We regrouped for 
the third match with a good 10-0 win, 
ably helped by the escaped parakeet 
which the opposition seemed to find 
more distracting than the sirens that 
they were used to. However the 
influence of the bird was over too 
quickly and although closely fought we 
lost the next five matches. We won the 
penultimate match 8-2 and then needed 
to win the last match and for one of the 
other matches to go the right way to 
stay in the division. 

Our problem was the people we were 
playing were trying to win the division 
and they played slightly better than we 
did and so will be playing down a 
division next year, despite winning more 
games in the season than we lost, a 
reflection on how close all our matches 
were. 

Thanks to all the players that turned out 
for the seconds this year;
Pippa Coles, Hilary Cripps, Celia Gay, 
Lyn Jones, Claire Lewis, Sarah Lewis, 
Alex Nobbs, Judith Penna, Sarah Pyke, 
Bridget Rylance, Nic Scott, Angie Soper, 
Lili Wembridge.

Nic Scott

Ladies 3rd Team

Promotion at the end of last season 
meant life in Division 5B for the ladies 
third team this year. It was exciting to 
play at a higher level but also quite a 
challenge.

We had lots of close matches but 
unfortunately the scores didnʼt go our 
way. We started off well and finished 
well but struggled a bit in the mid 
season. Weʼll be going back down next 
year but hopefully not for long. Weʼll 
work on our regular pairings through the 
winter and to fill the gaps left by some 
players moving up to play some 
matches for the second team.

The squad continues to grow and our 
Sunday night practice sessions continue 
all year for anyone interested in having 
a go at competitive tennis. If you are 
interested in joining us on a Sunday 
night for a very friendly practice session 
with the view to having a go next season 
then do get in touch by calling Lyn 
Jones on 07967 597408. Everyone 
welcome!

Many thanks to all the players including 
Lili Wembridge, Anne Collier, Sarah 
Pyke, Jeannie Pigott, Hazel Charter, 
Suzanne MacDonald, Petra Lowe, Jo 
Haywood, Dawn Booth, Judith Penna, 
Kate Callaghan, Lucy Moorhouse, Alex 
Nobbs, Tara Aird and Sophie Webb . 
Well Done Team!

Lyn Jones
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WINTER LEAGUE 

1st Team

The 1st Team had a difficult time in 
Division 2 during 2009/10.  A slow start 
to the season with few points gained in 
the early matches got better and better 
as we went on, but unfortunately we 
never did quite catch up and earn 
enough points to avoid relegation, and 
will be competing in the 3rd Division for 
the 2010/11 season.  Thank you to all 
the players who turned out for us, and 
we are determined to make it back into 
the 2nd Division for 20011/12.

Carol King

2nd Team

Finally – promotion secured! This gave 
great satisfaction particularly following 
six consecutive years of being runners 
up.  Everything hinged on the last 
match of the season.  Home to 
Clevedon and in need of a win by a 6-4 
margin, we held firm to take a well 
deserved 8-2 victory.

Now for the really hard part – to 
compete and retain our place in a 
higher division………..

Thanks to the following incredibles: 
Nicky Scott, Bridget Ryelance, Celia 
Gay, Angela Soper, Hilary Cripps, 
Sarah Lewis, Pippa Coles, Lily 
Wembridge, Sophie Webb, Debbie 
Jones, Nathan Hawkins, Phil Jones, 
Geoff Jones, Mark Taber, Charlie Fenn, 
Colin Withers and Tom Warren.

Steve Evans

Veterans

Playing in Division 2 (out of 4) had 
been a tough struggle over the past 
few years and this year we 
unfortunately got relegated. 

Relegation was a battle between us 
and Knowle II which went to the wire 
and the final game of the season. 
Knowle managed to win, and gain the 
necessary points, whereas we narrowly 
lost to Clevedon. Whilst there were 
several closely fought games during 
the season we just missed out on 
winning them and therefore we must 
now re-group in Div 3.     

Many thanks to everyone who took 
part: Nicci Scott, Sarah Pyke, Debbie 
Jones, Bridget Rylance, Pippa Coles, 
Angela Soper, Celia Gay, Jeannie 
Pigott, Colin Timson, Mark Taber, Geoff 
Jones, Tom Battersby, David Parkes, 
David Tonkin and Phil Jones.  

Gareth Collier

Hinton Blewett Retain Crown
Sunday 13th June, saw for the 3rd year running, the Inter-
Village fun team tournament. The Inter-Village Competition 
and BBQ saw the clash of teams representing valley 
villages of Chew Magna, Compton Martin, Bishop Sutton, 
Hunstrete and Hinton Blewett. 

Teams made up of 2 men, 2 ladies and 2 juniors from the 
various villages around our area took part and what a day, 
the conditions were near perfect for tennis, the sun certainly 
shone down on us (both figuratively and literally), the BBQ 
was fired up, burgers were a cooking. . . . and the teams 
battled it out in a spirit of friendly rivalry 

There was some fine tennis, with matches being fiercely 
contended, some superb points being played out and a fair 
degree of banter was to be heard. 

The early favourites were the “team” loosely drawn from 
Hunstrete and in the group stages they stormed ahead and 
fairly easily qualified for the final. The drama centred around 
who they would meet in that final. Last yearʼs winners, 
Hinton Blewett nearly went out at this stage but just 
managed to scrape a draw with the 2008 competition 
winners, Bishop Sutton. That meant that we witnessed the 
tennis equivalent of the penalty shoot- out, a sudden death 
game with each pair playing a single game to decide who 
met Hunstrete in the final - after some closely fought tennis 
Hinton Blewett emerged the worthy winners. 

At this stage there were some divided emotions. Some 
wanted to see a new name on the trophy whereas others 
supported a team truly comprised of members of the same 
village – the “loose” Hunstrete team were in fact a bunch of 

nomads; Tom and Toni Warren from Hunstrete, Nathan 
Hawkins from High Littleton, Chantel Chorley from Clutton, 
Charlie Mitchell from Ubley and Tom Tarrant from Compton 
Martin. 

The final saw a bit of an upset to the form. The early 
favourites seemed to get stage fright, with Nick and Geoff 
doing much better this time round against their younger 
opponents Tom and Nathan (Hunstrete) and the eventual 
winners were Hinton Blewett, whose team consisted of Nick 
Rogers, Geoff Wembridge, Lili Wembridge, Dawn Booth, 
Missy Wembridge & Joe Gough. 

Well done Hinton Blewett & well done to all. 

What a great day! This is what Bishop Sutton Tennis Club is 
all about; great fun, great banter, great food and great 
tennis and the final epitomised it all. It was so good to see 
families and friends enjoying themselves together.  

Brilliant day, roll on next year. 

INTER VILLAGE TOURNAMENT
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BISHOP SUTTON TENNIS CLUB TOURNAMENT 2010

Undaunted by weather forecasts BSTC 
turned out in force for Finals Day on 
Sunday 5 September. This is the 
culmination of the club knockout 
tournaments, senior and junior, that are 
played throughout the summer. Play 
was scheduled to start at 12 noon and 
so it did, with the start of a fairly 
substantial shower. After a momentary 
hesitation by the seniors they followed 
the juniors lead and played on. The rain 
soon stopped and it was business as 
usual with an exciting day of tennis, 
good BBQ, a cheery bar/coffee shop, 
all followed by the normal excessive 
tea, and prize-giving by our own MP 
Jacob Rees-Mogg. 

Duncan Grew beat Nathan Hawkins in 
the mens singles with a score that 
belied the closeness of the game, and 
Nic Scott eventually won the ladies 
singles in a marathon three setter 
against Lili Wembridge. 

Bridget Rylance and Duncan Grew 
won the mixed doubles in a tough two 
setter against Sophie Webb and Tom 
Pate; Jane Fowler and Lili Wembridge 
won the ladies doubles in a grueling 
three set match against Jane Heeley 
and Judith Penna. Finally the mens 
doubles was won by Nathan Hawkins 
and Chris Landen in a really tough 
three setter against Phil Jones and 
Nick Rogers. Nathan, Sophie and Tom 
are all home grown products of the 
Bishop Sutton coaching schemes and 
have worked their way up from the 
juniors, surely a good compliment to 
the coaches and the club spirit. 

Meanwhile on the junior courts, Missy 
Wembridge won the girls singles 
against Laura Finch, Charlie Mitchell 

beat James Blackwell to win the boys 
singles and Dan Cowell defeated 
Laurie Costello to win the Boys under 
12ʼs. The girls doubles was won by 
Laura Finch and Missy Wembridge, the 
boys doubles by Joe Gough and Dan 
Cowell. 

In the ʻminiʼ boxes Josh Rogers won 
the orange, George Penna the green 
and Ben Philips the red. 
Nick Rogers was named ʻMost 
Deserving Losing Finalistʼ and 
presented with the mini cup awarded at 
the discretion of the organisers. Ella 
Scott sold so many raffle tickets that in 
spite of fewer customers she took more 
money than has been taken in previous 
years, helped by the superb prizes on 
offer. 

Once again it was a really tremendous 
day with as many helpers as 
participants. Helpers all looked very 
smart in their bright blue BSTC t-shirts 
kindly donated by Nick Rogers. The 
Wembridge family turned up trumps, 
not only did Mum and daughter Missy 
play two matches apiece but Dad Geoff 
manned the BBQ for most of the day. 
Many thanks to all who helped, 

umpires, tea ladies, chefs, 
photographers, gatekeepers, ground 
supremo, coaches and committee, the 
brave groupies who cheered the 
players on and to Jacob for 
impersonating Wimbledonʼs Duke of 
Kent so well.

FIRST YEAR SUCCESS FOR THE ʻSUMMER VETSʼ

A magnificent effort by all who played, saw us achieve the runner up spot and promotion with 60 points for and 30 against, 
in our inaugural season. Apart from the runaway winners, Cleeve Hill, who only lost 4 points out of a possible 100, most of 
the matches were very competitive but all were friendly and played with tremendous spirit, with David contributing with his 
unique style of ʻBanterʼ throughout. 

My thanks, in no particular order, for their support go to: Mark Taber, Phil Jones, Gareth Collier, Mark Delaney, David 
Parkes, Geoff Jones, Phil Collins, Brian Pate, Tom Battersby, Max Childs and Keith Beeton. I hope that next year many 
more “VETERANS”, (over 42ʼs), will be tempted to play, and we can avenge our defeats against Cleeve Hill, and put in a 
second team.  

Colin Timson
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COMMITTEE

Brian Pate (Chairman) 01275 332383 
Mike Gough (Deputy Chairman and Treasurer) 01275 474550
Kate Vantreen (Secretary) 01761 221444
Ron Grew (Tennis Manager) 01761 472234
Duncan Grew (Development Coach) 07773 986166
Harry Connell (Grounds Manager) 01275 333394
Sandra Abrahams (Membership Secretary) 01761 451431
Alison Dell (Child Protection Officer) 01749 871050 / 07747 603344
John Watson 01761 221356
Gareth Collier (Trustee) 01275 331227

Club Address
Bishop Sutton Tennis Club
Wick Road
Bishop Sutton
Bristol
BS39 5TP

To email the Club Secretary:
secretary@bishopsuttontennis.org.uk

Thereʼs lots more information about the Club on our website: 

http://www.bishopsuttontennis.org.uk/

NEW BALLS PLEASE !

To help raise funds for the Club we are continuing the tradition of new tennis ball sales. We will have a stock of new 
adidas adiTour xP balls. This is a new ball to the market, is receiving rave reviews from players and has been tested by 
some of our most demanding members. Not only does it play exceptionally well on all surfaces and in all conditions but 
also lasts, in good playable condition, much longer than other popular balls. The normal retail price is £5.99 for a tin of 4 
balls but we will be selling at a discount to this as follows:
1-2 tins = £5.00 per tin
3-4 tins = £4.50 per tin
5-6 tins = £4 per tin
To purchase your balls please see Ron or Duncan at the club.

SAINSBURY’S ACTIVE KIDS 
SCHEME FOR CLUBMARK KIDS

Now that the Club is Clubmark accredited 
we are eligible to take part in and benefit 
from Sainsbury's Active Kids Scheme.

Active Kids has helped teachers, leaders 
and coaches inspire and motivate young 
people to get active and be healthier by 
providing equipment, resources and unique 
experiences for them to enjoy.

From now to June 2011, Sainsbury's 
shoppers can earn Active Kids vouchers for 
every £10 they spend in a main store (or 
every £5 spent in Sainsbury's Locals), at 
Sainsbury's petrol stations or online at 
sainsburys.co.uk. These vouchers can be 
donated to the Club and can be redeemed 
for tennis equipment from the Active Kids 
2011 catalogue.

So if you are shopping or filling up with 
petrol at Sainsburys between now and 
June, please accept the Active Kids 
vouchers offered and put them in the 
collection box located in the Clubhouse.

mailto:secretary@bishopsuttontennis.org.uk
mailto:secretary@bishopsuttontennis.org.uk
http://sainsburys.co.uk/
http://sainsburys.co.uk/
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CLUB SWEATSHIRTS
Don't forget to order your Club sweatshirts. Order details are in the clubhouse, or you can email Nick Rogers: nick@exactatech.com
Adult size	£15
Junior size	£14
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